halds the Guinness World Recerd For local collectors Paul Green and
far largest yoyo collection

: Dr. John Meisenheimer, collecting is
about having and preserving a part
of our popular culture.

here is a natural sarisfacrion in possessing T]'I.il'lg_!i that no
one else does, but it’s not marerialistic motives thar drive
enthusiasts Paul Green and Dr. John “Lucky™ Meisen-
heimer. For these collecrors, its abour preserving and
sharing memorable pieces of American culture.

Yo-yos
Since receiving the Guinness World Record for the Largest Yo-Yo
Collection in 2005, Meisenheimer continues to make additions, but
doesn’t keep track of the number of yo-yos in his extensive collection.
Meisenheimer estimates that his yo-yos and memorabilia roral
near 10,000 irems. It isn't jusc the roys themselves thae he is fascinated
with bur the history behind them. “They are an important part of
Americana and served as a sorc of rite of passage in che 1930s and
*40s,” says Meisenheimer.
Using a yo-yo to pass the time berween medical school classes,
Meisenheimer became a wick expert. He enjoyed making trips to
the pediarric ward ro entertain the young patients. After moving o
Southwest Orlando around 20 years ago, Meisenheimer really start-
ed to take notice of yo-yos in antique shops and garage sales.
Although he considers himself an indiscriminare collec-
tor, Meisenheimer says he’s drawn to older, historic yo-yos. In-
trigued to learn more about the history of his favorite toy, bur un-
able to find much informartion, Meisenheimer began doing his
LWL rg':icilr{;h,
In 1999, Meisenheimer's “Collectors Guide to 20th Century Yo-
Yos" was published, sharing his expertise on yo-yo history, conreses
and tips for other collecrors. While hundreds of records cease to make
print in the acrual Guinness World Reconds Book, Meisenheimer's
collecrion achievement was featured and accompanied by a phoro in
their special 50th anniversary edition.




