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Florida doctor prizes
playthings on a string

IT'S NOT UNUSLML & S “Doc Lucky”
Meisenheimer, 51 e peilawess Sorm his pocker and per-
formm 2 trick or teo =l samene o the supermarket checkout line or min-
gling with guecte 5 2 ooy S the Orlando, Fla., dermatologist @ven
vo-vos while creferne wes purwers

But as musch 2= Be lowes sl the dog” and “rocking the cradle” the
easygoing docoor lowes coller=mevo-vos even more. With nearly 6,000,
Meisenheimer cwes S g vwo-vo collection in the world.

He displays ks prmsed pessesmon=—row after row of colorful Duncans,
Yomegas and other populsr wo-so brands—in floor-to-ceiling glass cases
encircling the lofr of = home Foran

Mirisenhetmes svee m==—m=-

Samsical work of art, a vo-vo-headed man-
! pert of his ever-expanding collection.

MegLin oovered s S5 s, =
Some of his yo-ves 2o» srigees. including a circa 17905 brass voy from
England; a few = 3 rototy pe—one of only six known to
exist—made amo n Tov Co. for Coca-Cola; and others
are quirky, like the S =2, gEmeTate sparks or emit seents.
One of Meseenbeioes s pnoonal finds—and definitely his larg-

g=r—i= a G-foot-tall, 820-pound vo-yo
made in 1990 by a woodworking class
at shakamak High School in Jasonville,
Ind. (pop. 2,448). When he spotted the
super-sized toy on eBay, it was being
stored at a Florida fairground.

=1 was the only person to bid on it,”
szvs Meisenheimer, who keeps the
wooden giant in a backyard shed. “You
can imagine the logistics; we had to get
a flatbed truck and a forklife to move it,"
he recalls. “It is operational, and I keep
hreatening to get a crane and launch it.”

His wife, Jacquie, 47, takes her hus-
band’s antics in stride. Before the couple
married 14 years ago, many dates were
spent shopping for yo-yvos, “I sort of knew
wiar D was gerting into,” she says, lavghing.

Meisenheinvers fascination began while
ammending the University of Kenrucky in
Lexington in the eardy 1980s. Rather than

‘Records. At the time. standing around doing nothing in between
he owned 4,251 Yo-yos. classes, he bought a vo-yo and practiced
k12 3 tricks. As his skills improved, so did his

(Continued on page 16)
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(Conrinued from page I5)
interest. Soon he was scouting antigue malls and flea
markets, buying armloads of vintage vo-vos and learning
everything he could about them, 7

“Itis the history that fuels my passion.” he savs.
'Fii'!ding an unusual vo-yo is like finding 2 new -piec-:
of history.”

When Meisenheimer was unable to find a defini-
ive guidebook on the subject, he spent four vears
esearching and writing Lucky’s Collectors Guide to
0th Century Yo-Yos, published in 1999,
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John Meisenheimers fascination with yo-yos began in the carly 1980s while he was attending

the University of Kentucky School of Medicine, where he practiced tricks between classes.

Revolutionary Portable Infrared iHeater™

Stz Heating Bills up to 50%

Heat up to 1000 sq. ft. for about $1 per day
Save Money #24-...Save Muney_f_dfe’zf
+ Safe around kids & pets «Full Factory warranty

“Cannot start a fire +Heats evenly floor to
ceiling

“NEW low price

3 Easy Ways to Order Your iHeater™:

1.877-806-0044

2. www.iHeaters.com

3. Check or money order for $279
for each heater payable/mail to:
TT, Dept 6159

6902 Hawthorn Park Drive
Indianapolis, In 46220

Risk Free Money Back Guarantee!

“ Comparable heaters sell
for $397 to $497

137 Wx 165 Hx 185 D
Haater™ |H1500 Mode! wiremole for 8378 (heats 0. ft.) availabie in biack o
E| mqs
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Children have played with vo-vos since ancient
times, but America’s love affair with the timeless tov
began in the 19305 after marketing genius Donald
F. Duncan Sr. hired salesmen to demonstrate vo-va
tricks across the country, He also partnered with
newspaper mogul William Randolph Hearst to ST
S0T Vo-vo contests that people could enter by selling
newspaper subseriptions.

Over the years, the toy's popularity has fluctuared,
hult the yo-vo remains a part of Americana. “Who
didn’t have a yo-yo growing up?” Meisenheimer asks.

Bob Malowney, director of the National
Yo-Yo Museum in Chico, Calif, calls
Meisenheimer the dean of vo-vo collectors.
“He has dug deeper into the history of the
yo-vo than anvone,” he says. “He shares his
knowledge unselfishly, and his collection is a
cause of admiration.”

Meisenheimer’s impressive eollection
continues w grow. He buys and trades vo-vos
onling; patients bring him yo-vos from around
the world; and. any time he unwraps a gift—
well, he's pretty sure what’s inside. “It's usy-
ally a yo-vo that’s kind of neat, or mavbe ane I
don't have, and that's perfect,” he _-\';1}-':;. *

Visit wwwyo-yos.net for more information.

Left: Meisenheimar bought the world's largest wooden
yo-yo on eBay and built Mr. Bandalore (right). a life-
size mannequin covered with §03 different yo-yos

Low-Mintage D.C. & U.S. Territories Quarters...——

12-Coin Year Set!

Complete Series of Uncirculated, One-Year-

SPECIAL SAVINGS of 50% off the reguilar price
- and you'll enjoy FREE Shipping to your home!
Flus, order now and get a new Uncirculated 2009
Lincoln Birthplace cent absolutely FREE!
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are seldom seen in circulation and WILL NEVER
| BE MINTED AGAIN! But now, with this specinl
| offer for new customers only, you can own g
12-coin complete P&D vear set of 2009 D.C.
and U.5. Territories quarters, with Uncirculated
coins from each mint that struck them -
Philadelphia and Denver - for just $5.95 -

You'll also receive our fully illustrated
catalog, plus other fascinating selections from
our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval
Service, from which you may purchase any
or none of the coins - return balance in
15 days — with option to cancel at any time.
Don't delay! Get these historic, once-in-a-lifetime
quarters before they vanish forever!




